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•^vB^v George Lardner; jr.v 

‘ a ndym ig nre^^M?p m^ , 4 , 

;. ; • v Washington Post Staff Writers » j',': ;‘, f - 

VPtihg Jon- an ; early tip ‘ from • the 
n£raV;!'!.int e llig ence " Agency; >rFBI 
icials l f apparently successfully ‘ rep lS~h? v 
^d^.ef forts .of the Warren Co m- 
ssion t o organize its own investigat- 
or stal'f. \ i ‘ v ■*' r - !?., > " 

Instead of taking that step,,the^com*" 
sfion 'wound up relying-^pirimamly 
the FBI and,.the 'Cl A to serve as 
investigator’s" for the inquiry into 
3 k >murdfer';pf President John F, 

oi ; D,.:n, 

63— the day after, 'former Solicitor 
eneral Lee Rankin was sworn/in as 
.ji^ral counsel for the Warren Com* 
ission^that .. Rankin, was -. “consider* 

3 an investigative staff’ to. conduct 
ItiitionaL^nvestigation.’.V 
“Frankly ;i . think Rankin; 'should be 
sc'. ufaged/frorr^haVing an investiga- 
ve staf^’^A.l.'Rbseni head of the FBI’s 
cncral' investigative^ division, told 

* rr r* * l A n C T?DT 1"\ ? r%n f rvr* 



i eLCas tr o? and - in ■ wnnecti6h*^thf|,i 
le significance of Oswald's contacts 
th ‘ pro-Castro and anti-Castro^ 
oups f or .the;, many months before^ 
e 'assassination,” 

The - FBI-;' fil es^mad e public” 7 this^ 
■ek under the Freedom of Informal! 
n Act, show that the tip aboutS 
nicin’s plans came from the CIA's J§ 
:ef of counterintelligence, Jamesl 
gleton, who had “picked up com- ii 
nts from Allen Dulles” about the 
jposal. Dulles, the CIA’s former- 1 
ector who: left the agency shortly J 
er the Bay of Pigs debacle in 1961, >2 
s a member of the Warren Com-.I 
sfion. .*• . k 

fust, six monthOEfti^he ^flqpina- 1 
n, some Warren Commission* off i-i- 
Is began worrying about gaps in $ 
i evidentiary material amassed byj 
i FBI and about their vulnerabil-^ 
to criticism from outside. 

Phe' FBL’was never too busy "tat| 
irlook any damage to its reputation®! 
o . ^bureau ; officials were incensedjf 


Nov. 23; JL963,. the . Hectic aay 
V assassination -j when Dallas Policed 
. ief ; Jesse \ Cuiry^ was . reported . to 
ve.fcha.rged publicly" that the^FBig 
led tol notify his department about! 
e , Harvey}Oswald. even : though ’ thej| 
reau.had;him under.' ^surveiUancef^ 
n V, a^thr e e-page^ memo £ tha^ai5^ 
v FBI£ assistant direCtor^lCaMa? 
?ke)*p elkiach ' ■ : indign^tl^rfelat^ 

4* Vl /V T TSln 11 a A.* L’ U T " a rtAM 4 / aVi nr*rfA' 





I .asked'-jiim • .[SliankRhJ 
y t Chief ^Cu^y^w^ , 

pid>: statements,” ; DeLo^chj' reporE 
tqv-th ej.FB 1’s f John . Moh r.,T“ SHank^ 
stated that Curry was usually very® 
•perative; a very good friend of the\[ 
l, however, did. not think very fasteg 
T obviously made the above state*} 
nts; without giving any thought. tx>^| 
repercussions,” 

’urry ! “agreed to make the retrac^ 
island told the media, with apolo 
v tp 4 the .FBI, according to V the 
-nb,. “that the FBI was under, no 
Jonsibility.tb; report to the Dallat| 
ice’; any individuals 4 of subversive^ 
k grounds who .mights be in; Dallty 

leLbhcb/added ;tJba^‘^e^caU^_ _ 

the'As^bcrateH Prefer 
ngC)fte^^;th(t ; *Waeb 
/ Wasiyir 
contact, (Jtti 

mm<£ Qttffir 

j&yrfie had Tntif 

^^fprehare4-4. 


. agent ew- C^ 

is klsb; Interviewed Oswald 




The investigation of Jackt 
Ruby’s; shadowy bact>% 
ground and dancehallf 
associations seemed to bei 
boundless, even long 
s after the Warren 
Commission had 

concluded that Ruby ?j 

• * 

\ acted alone in killing 2 
Oswald . ' 

m : -i 



i^/sion had concluded that Ruby acted 
f? alone in killing Oswald' in~ the base- 
8-ment of Dallas police headquarters, 
{i; Hundreds of telephone calls— many 
VtOf them far-fetched and apparently 
.ji.from persons with nothing more then 
a casual knowledge of the case — were 
pursued with the same degree of dili 
* gence the FBI had tracked down early 
‘ ' tips on the movements of Oswald, 
f;; The volume seemed to increase af 
y ter it became , known that Ruby, im- 
& prisoned in the Dallas County jail 
was dying of cancer. 

£ On March 7, 1964, Deputy FBI Di 
-£ rector Rosen reported in a memo thal 
!' 3,357 interviews had been conducted 
into Ruby’s background and the slay- 
I ing of Oswald, and that there toas no 
S; evidence that Ruby had conspired 
| with anyone before the shooting. 

^ The Warren . Commission accepted 
£ the FBI’s conclusion in its own report 
t of Sept. 27. 1964, but the tips contin- 
ued; and the FBI kept on amassing 
new volumes of documents on Ruby. 
I;' A waitress in a Chicago restaurant, 
?/‘.for example, . was the subject of a 
^.lengthy report from Chicago -FBI 


f;, agents because Ruby had apparently 
between the FBI and the Secret Serv- •£/ dined there once in the summer of 
ice ”^ Ji ... • • • ■ • L 1963 and attempted to “get her a 

Other^ weren’t so • lucky.- Thomas ^screen test if she desired.”. . 

Gittings Buchanan Jr. wrote; a. series In lavish detail, the report told, how 
of articles for the. French . newsweekly ? £;Ruby had suggested the . waitress re- 


gustj 1963, following his arrest there 
in connection with, his distribution of| 

Fair Play, for Cuba leaflets. $3 

FBI agent James Hosty of Dallas^ 

had beem looking for Oswald in earlyp _____ 

November and was informed by; Ruth £/ e x ^Sss'\ expressing > doubts. rth at fsembled Elizabeth Taylor, and; that 
Paine, friend and, landlady of V ds-|| , Osw‘aId:tacted ..alone .and - that .he*, may ^he had telephoned her -several times 
uwald’s wife, Marina,, that he was work^S . ' riaiiac nttarincr tn v»oirt n»v Hpp 

ir*cr af i +Vifli ;r P»Ync. SoVi n’nTi "Rnnlr hprinsi^n 


F^oneth^ 
aft’ernooE^-of 

tr n Ann n c# ' a f rirrol « 


ground;* had4quertioned>;hi&v^ 
ago^ihvDallas^ ^^ter^the police ^with-^ 
drew the yrtatemerit - as- not in accord-^ 


ance with • the f acte.”^|#v-f 

for? ’derogatory dhfbrmatioi^ 
who "may have 7- ' written things critical 
of or) embarrassing to the bureau/;!^ 
also ; kept what it called a “Special^ 
Correspondents List,” in which it re-* 
warded its friends, including Leslies; 
Scott, editor of “Security Gazette,” aj 

British publication; ?. 

Always attentive to what the nation^ 
al and internatiohal media was saying 
about the assassination and investigs^ 
tion, high-level bureau, officials fren 
quently r exchanged memos summarize] 
ing the latest articles. A Jan. 9, -If " 
memo to assistant director'PeL 
summarized'ari'article^ 
Gazj^^^which^ <ies^l)e‘d % bre| 
i n 'securl t# Surround ihg^th^ l£eh 
trip-jfo-'DaHag. Ttip article- concf 
thtohfto 
failure^ern the 

Servft 

\ . atnr»« 

[ phei;eo|Vi61ence in the Uhlted Stai 
i i 

jadvto have- M mendly 

l:. We: 

'etwee: 





>n ; .E L Express, , m |k ^he documents also contain allega; 

W on * of curious voyeristic sexual; im 

4-U^ nn.r+4- nt T? , , K.T i 



miit 

Would 
ion^cpi 

„ .^SntTout 
tibnship that 


■ violuslyy published speculation on the 
guilt - br .npnguilt of Oswald,, the claim 
that Oswald was part of ajiconspiracy, 
and- the r allegation that Ruby was- also 
involved in . that conspiracy.?*/;- 
Another memo of the same day. said 
Mark : Lan^ : then raising doubts about 
Oswald’s giiilt; “has long been a So- 
viet apologist,, has participated pro- 
minently in- the activities of various 
CP front; groups and, reportedly enjoy- 
ed CI*."support in ah unsuccessful ef- 
fort-. to! secure nomination as a con- 
gre^onkl candidate.” J. 1. ' . , . 

StaughtoU' Lynd and Jack 
Mlpn^-wrotey an:;.; article. ;; entitled 
“Sccds^gf Doubt’’:' for T^‘e ' New" Re- 
n " w, °' ^ 7 hich Ta gain ■ ra i s ed questions 
^ sination, ^ .White House 
^Schiesinger Jr;,^for- 
A Dec. 26. 
jDfb A; Branigtfn to 
m>m bureau ; of- 
; that Lynd had associated 
^ gcHtounlstsr andi Mih- 
, r ._^6fruch \nth th%fk>viet 
?>d96a.. Branlgan ^reepm- 
Pfw liifo.rm&tlhn^^^eht 
" Fart oimey geh4*l3^ for 
artment’sf Crihiihal 

fat ion of ‘Jick^^bf’s 
ground aruff d^p^hall 
f^ffetned to be'lbotmdTess. 
the Wai ren Commis- 



